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From the Director

Robert Haddad

I hope you have now completed
your teaching for 2012 and look
forward to your holiday break!

£

Gratia Series Sacramental Programs Launch. The
launch of the new sacramental programs at Dooleys,
Lidcombe, on Friday 26 October proved to be a great
success. Eighty people were in attendance to hear
Bishop Julian Porteous deliver a presentation outlining
in detail the contents of the new sacramental books.
Large numbers of new books were purchased by
catechists, including resources recommended for use by
the programs. Catechists interested in purchasing bulk
numbers of the new books for 2013 can contact the

CCD on 9390 5130.

COLAL SMART Board Lessons. Great news! The new
electronic SMART Board K-6 Lessons for Terms 1-4 are
now complete and are available for immediate collection
and use. Thanks to the Wollongong CCD team for their
determined effort to finish this project well ahead of
schedule. To obtain a USB drive with Terms 1 to 4 please
contact CCD on 9390 5122. It is envisioned for 2013
to update this same material to include music.

New High Schools. Catechists are now teaching in 36
public secondary schools in the Archdiocese of Sydney.
This figure is up from 22 in 2008. Currently, it looks
hopeful that this figure will rise to at least 39 schools in
2013. CCD Sydney needs your help to identify potential
new secondary schools, as well as catechists who wish
to teach in them. If you can help, please contact me on
9390 5127. Training is available for those who wish to
teach in secondary schools.

High School Catechist Project. This High School
Catechist Project continues to go from strength to
strength. Starting with only four pilot schools in 2009,
17 Catholic schools participated in 2012, with 22 on
board for 2013. This translates to 250-300 additional
young people assisting with the presentation of SRE
every week, augmenting our overall volunteer numbers
by nearly 13%. It is still hoped that one day all Catholic
secondary schools in the Archdiocese will be on board.

ACU Community Engagement Project. This project
also has the potential to be another great source of
young adults teaching SRE in the immediate future.
2013 will see the launch of the four-parish pilot, with
full implementation hoped for in 2014.

May all catechists enjoy a blessed and joyful Christmas
Robert Haddad

season. God bless.




Confraternity of Christian Doctrine

Term 4, 2012

A -

Robert Milan

From the Faith Education Officers

Denise Humphreys

The final term of the year brings
with it excitement, a sense of rush
hour and a joyous occasion! Yes,
Christmas is almost here marking
the end of an exciting year with
the release of the new Sacramental
Program, the celebration of our longest servicing catechist,
Maureen Power, and the hosting of the Annual Catechist
Mass by the Eastern Area catechists, which was very
successful thanks to the 34 volunteers from the Eastern
Area. The Eastern Area continued to see some growth in
new catechists throughout 2012. I remain available to
offer my services to parishes with recruitment drives in
2013.

Thank you to all for continuing to place importance
on the catechetical apostolate. As we celebrate 50 years
since the opening of Vatican Council II, we can see the lay
witness thriving in the state schools across the Archdiocese
of Sydney with adult catechist numbers approaching on
2000. As Pope Benedict XVI says for the Year of Faith,
“The ‘door of faith' is opened at ones baptism, but during
this year, Catholics are called to open it again, walk through
it and rediscover and renew their relationship with Christ

and his Church.”

2012 saw the involvement of St Scholastica’s High School
in the High School Catechist Program. St Clare’s College
Waverley continues to provide additional students with
the number increasing to 25 for 2013. St Mary’s Cathedral
College has also maintained its service as well.

2013 Diary Dates:

* Mon 4 Feb, Eastern Area Coordinator Meeting,
Polding Centre, 10-12noon

e Fri 17 May, Eastern Area Mass, St Joseph’s Rosebery,
11-2pm

I wish you all a peaceful, joyous and relaxing Christmas
and a blessed 2013!

May the Christmas star that guided the Three Wise Men
to the stable at Bethlehem be your guiding light to finding
the infant Jesus in the hearts of your loved ones.

Robert

Tel: 9390 5122
Fax: 9283 5146
robert.milan@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au

from Kogarah who is our new life
member from the Southern Area.

you may have taught your final SRE

Congratulations to Maureen Sullivan

By the time you read this newsletter

class for 2012. I hope you have an enjoyable break over
Christmas and come back to this ministry refreshed in the
New Year. Looking back over the last 12 months these are
some of the things for which I am most grateful:

The very efficient way Carlton parish organised the
Area Mass.

The 200 plus entries from our area for the Archdiocesan
Art Competition. Art works from our students at
Heathcote Public School, Lilli Pilli Public School,
Hurstville South Public School, Ramsgate Public
School, Carlton Public School, Bexley North Public
School and Sylvania Heights Public School have
been selected for exhibition in the Crypt of St Mary’s
Cathedral.

The Yr 11 students from St Patrick’s College who taught
SRE to a class of twenty Year 3 students at Gymea Bay.
These students then helped mentor the next group of
Yr 10 students who took over this ministry in Term 4.

The catechists who stepped forward to take high school
classes. We still need more people for this ministry.

Last but by no means least all the catechists who teach
each week.

Congratulations to all those who participated in the

various levels of accreditation this year — the Basic One/
Two, Intermediate, and Advanced and Catechist Ministry
Certificate courses. Next year the Basic One course will be
offered in Miranda CCD Centre and as many local parish

groups as possible.

SMART Board courses will be run

again in 2013. Please contact me if you would like to run
one at your parish.

Once again I would like to thank you for all the prayers

and support you have given me e

during the year. I hope you all
have a happy and holy Christmas.

Denlse

Tel: 9524 6400
Fax: 9524 6400
denise.humphreys@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au
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From the Faith Education Officers
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Sarah Christie

Teresa Culjak

Greetings to all in the Central Area!

As we wind down on the Term 4,
I would like to express my gratitude
to you all for once again being the
inspiring men and women I am
blessed to work with every week.
Thank you all for your marvellous
efforts, devotion and heart in teaching SRE, preparing
lessons and joining in our CCD gatherings.

This term has been busy by Term 4 standards. I am
thrilled to have acquired new high school catechists
with De La Salle Bankstown, and a new SRE High
School at Kingsgrove. The Vocations Centre arranged
for priests and nuns to speak to the students at two of
my high schools in Bass Hill and Kingsgrove North.
This left the students more aware and deeply moved by
the vocations we are called to in our lives.

This term, Denise Humphreys of the Southern Area
hosted a craft day at the Miranda office which left me
speechless. Using the most basic materials purchased at
dollar stores, she was able to create the most amazing
resources to aid (and add some sparkle to) Scripture
lessons, particularly around Christmas and Easter. I
was so impressed with the projects she shared that I
plan on holding one (after some practice) at the new
Bankstown office in Term 2 next year.

I would also like to acknowledge the new Life
Members from the Central Area namely Beryl Dinos
and Angela Mangini of Greenacre and Barbara Joan
Sherry of Revesby Heights. Congratulations on your
30 years of excellent service.

To the rest of you: I am blessed to work with you as
you give your time to the students in our public schools.

May the humility, peace and honest love of the Holy
Family gathered in a stable in Bethlehem be with you
and your own families this Christmas, and may you all
have a prosperous and joyous new year. I'll see you at

CCD Bankstown in 2013!
God Bless,

Tel: 9390 5122
Fax: 9283 5146

S - .
arah sarah.christie@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au

Greetings to all in the Western
Area!

“Well done, good and faithful
servant.” Matthew 25:21

“And in the desert people of faith
are needed who, with their own lives,
point out the way to the Promised
Land and keep hope alive.” Pope Benedict XVI

Thank you for being a witness to this new life.

With SRE now completed for the year 2012, a big
thank you for helping to spread the Gospel to all the
Catholic children in our state schools. You have prayed
with the children, listened to the children, catechised
the children but most of all you have been a witness
of Jesus to the children. Their lives have been touched
through you and your generosity.

The 11th of October 2012 marked the opening of
the Year of Faith. During the next year, the CCD will
provide opportunities for you to discover anew and
deepen your faith with retreats, courses and Lunch and
Learns. Please keep a look out for these in your next
Newsletter and CCD emails so you don’t miss out.

The work of our Catechetical Ministry is very
important to the life of the Church. For some, your
lives may be the only Gospel your students may ever
read. Our parishes need more workers in the vineyard
to assist as catechists and helpers in the classroom.I
encourage you to take the motto of Pope John Paul
II, "Be Not afraid" step out into the deep and invite
during these school holidays family and friends to join
us in this wonderful ministry.

I wish you all a blessed and holy Christmas and look
forward to seeing you all in 2013.

“And in the desert people of faith are needed who, with
their own lives, point out the way to the Promised Land
and keep hope alive.” Pope Benedict XVI.

Thank you for being a witness to this new life.

Tevesa

Tel: 9756 6638
Fax: 9283 5146
teresa.culjak@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au




Confraternity of Christian Doctrine

Term 4, 2012

From the Faith Education Officers
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Chris Cox

Christmas €drt Gomgetiﬁen Results
By Denise Humphreys

Thank you for all your hard work
and dedication this year. You all
deserve a well earned break over
Christmas. Please take the time
before the year ends to reflect back
on your lessons. Reflection will help
you grow in confidence and will
also save you time as you plan the future.

A

CCD has recently completed and launched a new
edition of the Sacramental Program for parishes. The
project commenced in April 2010 and was undertaken in
response to the Pastoral Plan for the Archdiocese which
proposed that a catechetical curriculum for sacramental
preparation be developed. It was appropriate that this
program was launched at the start of the Year of Faith
called for by Pope Benedict. The Northern Area had the
biggest show of attendance at the Sacramental launch
thank you for everyone that came to support this event.

The boys from St Josephs College Hunters Hill
were asked to create an assignment that consisted of
promoting the awareness of the Sacraments of Initiation
in states schools and parishes. The Joeys boys constructed
electronic resources and presented these for CCD use.
The variety of software used to create these resources
were well beyond their years as they created video
presentations, rap music, designed web pages and even
an application to use on iPads and iPhones. CCD will
review and plan the requirements to enable catechist and
parish access to these engaging resources. CCD has not
decided the final method of delivery at this time.

Congratulations to all Northern Area catechists who

received awards at the Annual Catechist Mass, especially ||

the ever growing number of student catechists who were
present at the Mass.

I will continue to train new students in 2013 and am
constantly seeking new opportunities for more Catholic
schools in the area to come on board the program.

Chrls

Tel: 9390 5122
Fax: 9283 5146
chris.cox@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au

This year there were over 200 entries from Yr 5 and Yr 6
students in 32 public schools. The Christmas Story was
depicted in paint, oil, crayon, pencil and collage. The
entries were judged on artistic merit, use of medium
and on the artist’s written reflection. Size of the artwork
did not matter but the reflection did. A well executed
and completed art work on A3 cartridge paper was
considered to have more artistic merit than a much
larger, incomplete artwork or an artwork without a
reflection.

Congratulations to the successful artists who have
their artwork on display in the Crypt of St Mary’s
Cathedral from 2 December to 6 January. Catechists
are encouraged to go and view this exhibition in the

City during Advent and Christmas.

Allyson Carlton Public School Yr 6
Anna Sylvania Heights Public School Yr 6
Ashley West Ryde Public School Yr 6
Caitlin Heathcote Public School Yr5
Cherin and Natasha Hurstville South Public School Yr5
Courtney Drummoyne Public School Yr 6
Emily Lilli Pilli Public School Yr 6
Hannah Ramsgate Public School Yr 5
Larissa Bexley North Public School Yr5
Mikhail Auburn West Public School Yr5

" by Hannah
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Accreditation Courses - Term 1, 2013
Pre-bookings essential: Ring 9390 5122 or via email to mimi.rivera@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au
BASIC ONE

Central Feb 4,5 CCD Bankstown Sarah Christie
Monday & Tuesday 10am to 2pm 15 Cambridge Ave, Bankstown

Southern Feb 4, 11 CCD Miranda Denise Humphreys
Mondays 10am to 2pm 50 Kiora Rd, Miranda

Southern Feb 8, 15 St Thomas Moore Parish Denise Humphreys
Fridays 10am to 2pm 298 Bay Street, Brighton-Le-Sands

Eastern Feb 11, 18 St Mary & St Joseph's Parish Robert Milan
Mondays 10am to 2pm 246 Malabar Road, Maroubra

Southern Feb 13 (Intensive) Holy Family Parish, Menai Denise Humphreys
Wednesdays 10am to 2pm 1D Anzac Road, Bangor

Northern Feb 14, 21 Polding Centre Chris Cox
Thursdays 10am to 2pm 133 Liverpool St, Sydney

Central Feb 14, 21 St Jerome's Parish Sarah Christie
Thursdays 10am to 2pm 2 Turner Street, Punchbowl

Eastern Feb 15, 22 Polding Centre Robert Milan
Fridays 10am to 2pm 133 Liverpool St, Sydney

Western Feb 18, 19 St Gertrude's Parish Teresa Culjak
Monday & Tuesday 10am to 2pm 6 Justin Street, Smithfield

BASIC TWO

Southern Feb 18, 25 CCD Miranda Denise Humphreys
Mondays 10am to 2pm 50 Kiora Rd, Miranda

Northern Feb 28, Mar 7, 14 Polding Centre Chris Cox
Thursdays 10am to 2pm 133 Liverpool St, Sydney

Eastern Mar 1, 8 & 15 Polding Centre Robert Milan
Fridays 10am to 2pm 133 Liverpool St, Sydney

Central Mar 4,11, 18 CCD Bankstown Sarah Christie

Mondays 10am to 2pm 15 Cambridge Ave, Bankstown

INTERMEDIATE

Western Feb 25, Mar 4, 11, 18, 25 St Gertrude's Parish Teresa Culjak
Mondays 10am to 2pm 6 Justin Street, Smithfield

Southern Mar 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr 8 CCD Miranda Denise Humphreys
Mondays 10am to 2pm 50 Kiora Rd, Miranda

ADVANCED

CCD Bankstown
15 Cambridge Ave, Bankstown

Central Jan 30 & Feb 6, 13, 20, 27 Sarah Christie

Wednesdays 10am to 2:30pm

Secondary SRE Training
Jan 24 and 25 (Thursday and Friday)
Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool S
Sarah Christie

Please note that the CCD bookshop closes at 12 noon on 20 December but is open to trade the following day 21
December from 10am to 3pm. It then closes for Christmas holidays and does not open until 9 Jan 2013. Online

orders accepted anytime as normal, however, they will not be processed until January.
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CCD Calendar
January 2013
9 Jan (Wed) Bookshop re-opens
29 Jan (Tues) Start of Term 1
. , . CCD Miranda
30 Jan (Wed) 10am to 12 noon Southern Area Coordinator's Meeting 50 Kiora Rd, Miranda

February 2012

All Saints Liverpool

1 Feb (Fri) 10am to 12 noon Western Area Coordinator's Meeting PR a—

3 Feb (Sun) Catechist Sunday
. . Polding Centre

1 12 B ! .
4 Feb (Mon) Oam to noon astern Area Coordinator's Meeting 133 Liverpoollst, Sydney
. . , . Polding Centre

8 Feb (Fri) 10am to 12 noon Northern Area Coordinator's Meeting 133 Liverpool St, Sydney
. , . CCD Bankstown

11 Feb (Mn) - 10am to 12 noon Central Area Coordinator's Meeting e

,{' w""" \ Ash Wednesday
\ = Interactive Whiteboard Courses - Term 1, 2013

SMART Board Beginner Classes
22 Jan (Tues) 10am to 3pm Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool St, Sydney

13 Feb (Wed) 10am to 3pm Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool St, Sydney
20 Feb (Wed) 10am to 3pm Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool St, Sydney

5 Mar (Tues) 10am to 3pm Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool St, Sydney

8 Mar (Fri) 10am to 2pm CCD Miranda, 50 Kiora Road, Miranda**
SMART Board Master Classes

Feb 25 (Monday) 10am to 3pm Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool St, Sydney

Apr 12 (Friday) 10am to 3pm CCD Miranda, 50 Kiora Road, Miranda**

CCD is only able to take a limited number of trainees on the waiting list should the maximum number be reached.
**SMART Board Classes held in locations other than Polding Centre use the Mimio portable interactive system.

Catechist Ministry Certificate 2013
Term 1, 2013 - All held at the Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool Street, Sydney

Call to Holiness Foundations of RE  Church Teachings on Ministry
(Mco4) (MC02) Mary (MI21) (MCo05)

Robert Milan Denise Humphreys  tbd Robert Milan

i

R = = Wlsr/ S
Mon 10am to 2pm Wed 10am to 2pm Thurs 10am to 2pm Fri 10am -2pm

Mar4 & 11 March 13, 20 & 27 Mar 21 & 28 Mar 22 & 29

Hurry, book now! Ring 9390 5122 or send an email to mimi.rivera@ccdsydney.
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fter two and a half years of planning,
Awriting, trialling and revision, the new

Gratia Series sacramental programs were
formally launched at Dooleys, Lidcombe, by Bishop
Julian Porteous, on Friday 26 October. About 80
guests and catechists were present to celebrate
this occasion and to acknowledge those who gave
their time and effort to ensure the new program’s
successful completion.

Gratia Series replaces the previous Joy for Living
and Harper Collins Sacramental Programs sold by
Sydney CCD over the past 30 years. Planning begun
in May 2010 under the direction of Bishop Julian.
The aim of Gratia Series was to produce updated
programs with more substantial doctrinal content,
more engaging children’s activities, improved
graphics and mechanisms to engage and inform
parents. This was to prove a substantial task, with
Denise Humphreys (FEO Southern) as chief writer,
CCD Director Robert Haddad as general editor, and
the sacramental committee providing exacting
scrutiny and critique.

Gratia Series encompasses formation of children
in the sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy
Communion and Confirmation. There are Leader’s
Manuals and Children’s Activity Books for each
sacrament. There is also a Parish Handbook. In the
future itis envisaged to also produce accompanying
graphic and electronic resources.

The Launch of the New
Gratia Series Sacramental Books

By Robert Haddad

The sacrament of

CONFIRMATION

Parish Hanetonh

SACRAMENTAL
PREPARATION

The sacramant of

RECONCILIATION

Tha sacramont of

CONFIRMATION

At $4.95 per book, Gratia Series represents a 50%
price discount on previous sacramental programs
sold by CCD Sydney and currently sold elsewhere.
It is hoped that Gratia Series will become a valuable
instrumentinthe provision of sacramental formation
to many thousands of children in the Archdiocese of
Sydney and other dioceses in the years to come.

To order your sample copies of Gratia Series or bulk
orders please contact Eleanor Emmerson of Catholic
Books and Resources on 9390 5130.

nd Roert Haddad with

Bishop Julian Porteous
the Sacramental Preparation Advisory Committee

members Kim Mannix, Carolyn Spratt, Toni
Whitfield, Denise Humphreys, Cathy Young. Adviser
Deborah Mulcahy sent her apology.
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Dear Catechists,

Justbefore this newsletterwentto printI received the news
of my appointment as the Head of New Evangelisation
for the Catholic Education Office, Sydney, commencing
January 29, 2013. As a consequence, I will be resigning
as Director of Sydney CCD, effective January 25.

First of all, I wish to say that my four years with Sydney . Be a Catechist!
CCD has been an absolute delight. The staff of CCD
are a fabulous team, and together we have been able to
produce exceptional growth in all key indicators.

The highlights by way of team achievements since late
2008 include:

e The increase in adult catechist numbers from 1694
to 1950.

*  The implementation of the High School Catechist
project with 22 participating schools.

¢ The new K-6 and 7-12 curricula.
*  The new Gratia Series sacramental programmes.

*  Converting the K-6 Activity Books into SMART
Board format.

* Increasing the number of secondary schools with
Catholic scripture from 22 to 40.

I wish to also acknowledge my fellow Directors of
CCDs in other dioceses and thank you for many years
of support and collaboration, as well as Cardinal Pell for
his trust and support.

Last but not least I wish to especially thank all the
catechists who have and continue to give their time so
generously teaching our children in public schools the
Catholic faith. Your love and generosity is one of the
true treasures of the Church!

My prayer is that you all continue in good health and
that a new CCD Director is appointed in good time
to continue leading and supporting you in your great
‘missionary’ work.

Thank you and God bless! Robert Haddad

@

CRESS =

Conference Q
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A record number of Parish Priests concelebrated at the
Annual Catechist Mass for the awardees in their parish.

2 Ann ?I Catech
23 Sept 2012 St M ary's Cathedral

‘l

Marrickville catechist Maureen Power was CCD acknowledged Denise Barbara, Mary Di Bona, Alma Hodge
acknowledged for her 75 years of service teaching SRE. - and Brigitte Waters (apology) for their 40 year service.
. = = . - - - _ 5
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7 Mass readers and commehtators Helen Abbey, Chris Lim, Shirley Bond,

Catherine 0'Meally and Denise Barbara were among the awardees. AL A DT L S T S R 7 Tl

=g ]




Confraternity of Christian Doctrine

The main celebrant
Bishop Terence Brady VG

Frank Hall of Meadowbank was among B8 Jane Galluzzo and 22 catechists
19 catechists who received Apostolic . received their Certificate of
Blessings for 20 yrs service. ] Accreditation.

Fellow members of the Theresian Club celebrated the
commemoration of Maureen Power's 75th year of service.

New catechlsts were commissioned and
current catechists renewed their commitment.

CCD Dlrector
Robert Haddad

| | el

Three catechists and Roxanna
Recto-Cavanagh of Smithfield

completed the CMC program.

Term 4, 2012

" Faith Education Officer
Teresa Culjak

|

' Rosa Inzitari of Mt Pritchard and

10 catechists were recognised
for 25 years of service.

Mary MacKillop College Wakeley was one of three new
Catholic schools in the Student Catechist program.

Photos courtesy of Catholic Weekly
and Enrico Rivera Photography.

The Tongan and Samoan choirs combined their teams for the momentous occasion.




eat Reads for the Year of Faith

The Case for
Christianity

Early Church
History

St Justin lived during
times similar to our
own in many ways. St 4
Justin's arguments
are, therefore, of
a nature that can

Jesus Christ is Lord of History.
Despite the fact that the vast
majority of contemporary
historians ignore His life and
work, no other figure can
claim to have altered the

be appreciated by many a course of history more than
modern reader and should be $32-95 the humble carpenter from

of interest and relevance to Nazareth.
Christians deprived of religious
liberty today.

Defend the Faith!

This book is a prime
example of some of the
exciting things happening
in Catholic apologetics Y
in Australia. The book oy

is presented in $34.95

hardcover.

The Greatest Fathers |
of the Church

Challenge

Edited by Robert Haddad,

There is an enormous worth in Answering the Anti-Catholic

studying the early Church Fathers
for the purposes of Catholic
Apologetics. To best understand
the teachings of Christ and the
Apostles it is impossible to ignore
the Fathers, particularly the $18.00
Apostolic Fathers.

Join our Birthday Club and
receive a 25% discount
voucher for your birthday.

Conditions apply. Birthday Vouchers cannot be used in conjunction with Christ our Light and Life, To Know Worship

SYDMNEY CATHOLI™ " O0KS & RESOURCES

3 Liverpocd Street, Sydney
a7 DNEY SOUTH NSW 1235
¢ #3590 8130 Pax: (02) #2603 6146

K\
s»mswwumu:m‘mm.:u
25% DISCOUNT VOUCHER

FOR YOUR BIRTHDAY
VALID UNTIL 3047 1/201 8
Available from

Sydney Catholic Books & Resources
Ph: 02 9390 5130 Fax: 02 9283 5146

Email: books@ccdsydney.catholic.edu.au
Online bookshop: www.sydneycatholicbooks.org.au

Polding Centre

Challenge is an essential
resource for all Catholics
who wish to strengthen
their knowledge of their
faith and win over the
sincere and good-willed to
the fullness of Christ's truth.

$29.9

Use the voucher in person or
email your selection.
Register by ringing the
bookshop on 9390 5130. _

!

Priscilla Donovan g Eleanor Emmerson

and Love Text Books, Big Books, Sacramental Programs and already discounted stock. The voucher can be used within

a year of the catechist's birthday.




